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|:| 1. 'The following air activity was observed at Mersebur: airfield betwoen
20 June and 2 July 19%2:
20 June, Between 9 a.m. and 6 P«f., there was formction flyirg in elements
of two and fomations of about % planes,
o 21 June, Flyingy was nracticed throu | | 55X1

22 June, Mo air activity was observed.

23 June, Betwoen 10 a.m. and & P-Boy {lights were made above the cloud base,
he vieibility was poor, and it was raining,

2 June, Flights were again made above the clowds. There was aluost the same

e s SR s

weother as on 23 June,
25 June, o flying activity was observed.

26 Jhme, Daetween noon and S pelto, individual local flizhts wore mads by 3 or

K Ti6<15s or tpe-298. - Idividual planes flew above the cloud base, At 3 palioy,
28 TiG~15s or type-89s and 1 single-engine fighter were counted, Between 10:30
Patl, and 1315 a.m. the next moming, nizlt flyinc by two ‘HG-15s was observed
for the first tive at the field. After the take-off, the plenes boriod to the
i1aft and then apyrosched for 1m ding. There was sn intorval of atout 10 mimites
between the landing and the next takewofl, % Two searchlights locabted on the
#ast odge of the runway were in operation during night flying, They beamed
their 1izht parallel to tho rumay, o that the middle seetion of tho runvay was
darker than its edges, o other rumwvay lights or obstacle lights wore available.
Puring the landings, the pilots switeched the landing lights on at a distance of
about 2 ka Irom the landing field. hen the planes toxiéd to the take~off point,
the scarchlights were switched off ard only the position lights ware on,
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27 June. Detween 9 a.n. avd L p.m,, there was flying activity, Indi.
ridual take~offs werce wade. The sky was clouwdless.

somy of the pilets were traimad envugh to begin night fying, while s

aow group of pilots practiced flying during daytime. #% At 9 pelte, &
trucl with o mounted searchlight, about 1.5 meters in diameter, cams from
thz larding field and moved to a new radio installation with one masth,
located in the eastern extension of the runway. During the day, the
lighting facilities on the greond were increased. A row of seven red spoie
lishts, each about LO en in diametor, wes erocted between the redio uast
and the east end of the ranway. Two spotlights of the sare type, located
on both sides of the west end of the rumwvay, were switched during night
fying. They did not emit beams bul radiabted z red lighb. #x At 10:30
Do,y night flying started by two iliG~153 and two single-engime planes.

Ho plane switched its landing light on. The two searchlights at the east
snd of the rwway and the red spoblights east of the rupway wers in opera-—
tion during night flying. The large searchlight at the radio mast flashed
up ard lighted the landing strip as soon as & plane approached the cast
erd of the rurway at a distance of 2 or 3 lm. Its lizht was exbinguidhed
aftor the landing. A wooden shed was crected north of the west end of the
rumEy. 1t was ocewpied Ly soldiers. Dight flring was diseontimsd sbout

)
2 B.Tie

28 June. At noon, a Yak-il macde a loeal flicht. In &ml*"‘;‘t at B pon.,
Three vai-11s practiced fiyirg, The airersft hed only tholy position
lights on, but the lighting facilities on the grourd were not switched on.
Betwesn 10 p.i. and 2 a.m., there was night Liyinpg in the same manner as
on €7 June, but no MiG-15s were involved, #

29 June, Between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m., two MiG-15s made local flights in

cloudless weather, At 8 po.; three Yak-1ls were again cbserved flyirg.
From 10 p.m., nicht flyin; was practiced as on 27 Jum» Alr asctivity
54311 continusd af midnighte.

30 Jung, DBetween 10 a.m. and 6 p, nu, individual teke-off's were made by
THEZIES. At 8:30 pem., two 1iG-25s larded at the field coming from the
c,wt., Batween 8:30 p.m, ard 1 a.m., nisht fying vag practiced by YTak-llg.

3 July. 3Between § a.wm. and 6 p.m., thers was flyirng by individual JiG-15s
or Lype-ds. One typs-29 [ | Jaoomed to an altitude of
ahout 11,000 neters, flew over the fiod Irem west to east, throtiled dowm
its engine, dhipped to the deft driving at an angle of aboul 70 degrees
tovard a target on the east edie of the landing field. At an aliitude of

& ’Y) weters, the plane pulied eut of divs, zoomed and repeated the same dive.
The planc rep‘va‘c.m this renouver 10 to 15 times before it landed. Then

,L“L took off another time end practiced diving in the same menner. Dotwesn
£ pom, and 3 3.M., three Yak-1lls practiced nicht flying. #

2 July, Detwsen § e.m, and 6 p m., » five ivdividual take-offs were made by
THIEIBS in good weather, % 11 oI, Bwo UG-ISs took off from the field,
Their landingiwere not nbsnwvm o & Yak-ll practiced flying between & a.m.
and midnight, *

erected in about the middle of the

Five Jow brick buildings wore bel
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braced by three zuy wires an another brick building, On 27 Jue, |:|
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3o On 1 July, only 15 tents were counted at the field. PReveitrents
vere observed in the AA gun emplacerent at the east edge of the
Zeld. Darrels, probably of 37emm zuns, were observed behind four
revetacnts. Revetuents but no zuns were observed in the wo other
44 emplacements in the southeastern corner and on the southern sdge

of the field.

L., The red epotlights in the eastern extension of the runway were
fitted on wooden poles about 2.5 meters high, The four spotlights
ot the west end of the runway werc fitted low nbove the ground,

They radiasted their lights upward at an angle of about 30 degrees.is

D ifter 27 June, the spur +rack could no longer be used because of
construction worl outside the field. Therefora, no railread tank
cars could be shunted to the fisld,

25X1:

N

25X1 [ 7. #Between 2.’?( June mnd € July, there was intensive day ard night flying
at the Tield. The soldiers ohserved at the field wire black-~bordersd
bhlue; blsck-bordered plack, and red-bordered black epaulsts. About
19 MHG-10s vere observed gt the fisld I | 25X1

25X1

Yhe Tuenty-lourth Air Army which were newly organized in the f£sl1
of 1951 made the first night flights as early as llay 1952, From the
wrasent, report it apoears that the regiment in lerseburg reached ile
status of' the other regiments only in late June 1952, This can be
explained Ly the fact that the reginent in 'ersebur; started training
soite weels later than the other nevily orjanized regiments of the
divisions in Finow and Grossenhain. Fron the observation that, after
26 June, nicht Tflying was no lonsor practiced by iG-10s bt by Yok-1ls
it is assumcd that the erews of the Ii3=15s have not yet prosressed in
training Lo such a degree to perforn smeoth nizht flights.
25X1 o w [_JCotrent, The assumption [ lthat only some crews vere 25X1
suitable fov nisht flyin: vhile The ofhor cerows ave still in the prinamy
stage of troining apnears crodible, These data indicate that training
on regierntal level will not be oo pleted before the late fall of 1952,
25X1 s I;MJ:. 1ent, The saue lig;hfsing faeilitics on the ground wore
observed at other airficlds. . The orcction of these installations indi-
cates that night flyin is scheduled to be porformed resulerly in the
Tutwre,

25X1 # [ Coment, It was observed that the other fighter reciments of
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